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Initial Exemplary Technology Educator Vision Assignment 
 
 

When reading the assignment description, I immediately thought of someone I actually 

know.  I am the Blackboard Administrator at John Jay College and I regularly work with 

Professor Adam Wandt, both inside and outside of the classroom.  Notably, these collaborations 

haven’t always focused on Blackboard.  However, they usually focus on technology in some 

fashion, which keeps our work together interesting.  Prof. Wandt teaches masters level courses in 

our Department of Public Management, where he is Deputy Chair for Academic Technology.  In 

addition, he is the Faculty Fellow for Distance Education at the College. 

Currently, John Jay uses Blackboard 9.1, but in the classes that Prof. Wandt teaches, he 

employs a wide variety of technologies, including Blackboard Mobile Learn, Blackboard 

Coursesites, his personal website (www.wandt.us), Twitter, YouTube, and other software and 

services such as SPSS and Turnitin.com.  For the purposes of the present discussion, I’d like to 

focus on Prof. Wandt’s Security of Information and Technology class, as I have participated in 

the class on a couple occasions (http://www.pad750.info/).  It was in this class that we conducted 

a pilot of Blackboard Mobile Learn during the Spring of 2011.  As part of the pilot, students in 

the course were issued activated Sprint HTC EVO smartphones (students were allowed to use 

their personal devices if they owned one comparable to the EVO).  During the course of the 

semester, the students utilized the devices to access course materials that included standard 

documents in pdf format, narrated PowerPoint presentations, podcasts, and used the devices are 

part of course assignments in fun and interesting ways. 

During one of the in-person class sessions, the students arrived in the classroom to find a 

variety of items displayed on a table.  Students were given a sheet of paper and asked to identify 
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each item.  The items looked quite mundane and rather uninteresting – Bic and Zippo brand 

lighters, pens, film canisters, a container of antiperspirant.  However, hidden within many of the 

items were other potentially dangerous things, such as false bottoms that could be used as 

concealed storage, USB thumbdrives, and voice and video recorders.  Several of the devices 

could be carried into an office and used to steal information or to record someone without their 

permission, for example, and without raising any sense of alarm.  After the identifying exercise, 

students were asked to try find the items for purchase online, using their mobile devices.  In 

every case, the items were readily available for sale, highlighting how insecure our information 

can be, and how easy it is conceal information theft.   

Prof. Wandt assumes the role of facilitator in his courses.  The students are expected to 

take the lead in their own learning and through activities like I described above, gain an ease and 

fluency at incorporating technology into their learning and learning processes.  Technology 

supports the teaching and learning because it is integrated into the content and its presentation, 

not to mention the learning activities the students engage in.  Moreover, the use of technology is 

a social and shared endeavor.  A regular assignment featured in Prof. Wandt’s courses requires 

students to create podcasts for their classmates.  Students also gain valuable learning experience 

by engaging in peer assessments for in-class presentations.  

In my opinion, the use of technology in Prof. Wandt’s classes follows two unifying 

themes – accessibility and student engagement.  Consideration to accessibility is consistent, 

whether it be that the content is publicly posted on his personal website, or, as in the case of a 

pilot we conducted using Blackboard Mobile Learn, making sure a vision-impaired student was 

given the option of using an iPad instead of a smartphone.  Moreover, students are active users of 

technology.  Lastly, I would describe Prof. Wandt as an exemplary user of technology because of 

his openness and willingness to try new things.  He is not satisfied with the tried and true.  He 
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doesn’t always assume things are going to work, or that projects will be accomplished without 

difficulties.  But that doesn’t ever prevent him from pursuing new ways to further student 

learning. 
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